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CCCC  library  obtains 
whaling  documents 


WEST    BARNSTABLE    -  The 
\William  Brewster Nickerson  Me- 
fmorial  Room  of  the  Community 
'College  Library  under  the  direc- 
tion of  0.  Herbert  McKenney  has 
obtained  a  collection  of  whaling 
documents    running  the  gambit 
from  crew  list  at  the  beginning  of 
a    voyage  to   final    release   of 
crew  -  over  40  documents  in 
all. 

The  documents  are  rare  and 
unique  in  that  most  are  from  the 
same  vessel  and  the  same  voyage. 
The  documents  were  discovered 
in  Marion  over  a  year  ago.  They 
were  purchased  with  funds  made 
available  to  the  College  by  the 
Trustees  of  the  Edward  Bangs 
Kelley  and  Elza  Kelley  Founda- 
tion. A  grant  from  this  founda- 
tion has  made  possible  this 
"mini -museum"  whose  purpose 
is  to  preserve  the  written  and 
graphic  history  of  Cape  Cod. 
The  documents   will  take  their 


rightful  place  in  a  permanent 
display  -  a  display  rich  in  the 
heritage  of  Cape  Cod. 

Among  the  documents  is  the 
crew  list,  showing  each 
member's  assignment  and  share 
of  the  profits  or  "lay."  A 
sociologist  at  Mystic  Seaport  re- 
cently proved  the  average  whale- 
man's "lay"  at  1.40  per  day. 
There  are  desertion  reports,  be- 
cause whalemen  often  found  the 
land  more  appealing  than  the 
forecastle  of  a  whaling  brig. 
There  is  even  a  bill  from  the 
Hawaiian  Police  for  board  after 
the   arrest   of  crew  members. 

Books,  documents,  paintings, 
and  maps  of  Cape  Cod  yester- 
days are  on  display.  If  you  would 
like  to  play  a  part  in  this  en- 
deavor to  preserve  our  herit- 
age, please  contact  Mr.  Mc- 
Kenney, Director  of  the  Library. 


